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Russell Maroon Shoatz is a political prisoner who has been held un-
justly for over thirty years, including two decades in solitary confine-
ment. He was active as a leader in the Black Liberation Movement in
Philadelphia, both above and underground. His successful escapes
from maximum-security prisons earned him the title “Maroon.” This
is the first published collection of his accumulated written works, and
also includes new essays written expressly for this volume.

Despite the torture and deprivation that has been everyday life for
Maroon over the last several decades, he has remained at the cutting
edge of history through his writings. His work is innovative and revo-
lutionary on multiple levels:

* His self-critical and fresh retelling of the Black liberation
struggle in the U.S. includes many practical and theoreti-
cal insights;

* His analysis of the prison system, particularly in relation
to capitalism, imperialism, and the drug war, takes us far
beyond the recently-popular analysis of the Prison Industrial
Complex, contained in books such as The New Jim Crow;

* His historical research and writings on Maroon communities
throughout the Americas, drawing many insights from these
societies in the fields of political and military revolutionary
strategy are unprecedented; and finally

* His sharp and profound understanding of the current his-
torical moment, with clear proposals for how to move
forward embracing new political concepts and practices
(including but not limited to eco-socialism, matriarchy and
eco-feminism, food security, prefiguration and the Occupy
Wall Street movement) provide cutting-edge challenges for
today’s movements for social change.

About Russell Maroon Shoatz:

Russell Maroon Shoatz is a dedicated community activist, found-
ing member of the Black Unity Council, former member of the Black
Panther Party, and soldier in the Black Liberation Army. He is serving
multiple life sentences as a U.S.-held prisoner of war.
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PM Press was founded in 2007 as an independent publisher with a veteran staff boasting
a wealth of experience in print and online publishing. We seek to create radical and
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materials to entertain, educate, and inspire you. We aim to distribute these through
every available channel with every available technology.



